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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the phrase "DISCLOSURE" 
and the typing error of " A m thod Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: there are typing 
errors in line 3, "wh n" and "detect d". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schaeffer [US 5,734,116]. 

Regarding claim 1 , the claimed malfunction management unit for a traffic control system 
for monitoring traffic control signals for a Red Fail fault in which no signal is activate in a 
given channel (the NEMA traffic tester 40 is connected to a traffic signal controller 18, a 
terminal panel 12 and a conflict monitor 20 for monitoring and testing traffic control 
signals of a failure red light in one channel, see Figs. 2 and 6, col. 5, lines 45-67 and 
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col. 6, lines 1-34); and having the input terminals for receiving control signals grouped in 
channels and used to operate the traffic control lights (the input terminals through 
cables 28A, 28B and 28C, see Fig. 2, col. 4, lines 13-62 and col. 5, lines 45-67); and the 
monitoring means for detected a Red Fail fault from the signals in the channel (see Fig. 
6, col. 6, lines 1-34); and channel selection means for enabling a Red Fail test on a 
channel specific basis (the switches 44 for selecting/switching to a specific channel of 
the Red light failure, see Figs. 2 and 6, col. 6, lines 27-34). 

Regarding claim 2, the claimed manual settable switch for enabling and disabling the 
channel selection means (the manual switch 44, see Figs. 2-4 and 6, col. 6, lines 1-34). 

Regarding claim 3, the claimed display for indicating whether a Red Fail fault has 
occurred in a selected channel (the display 30, see Figs. 2, col. 4, lines 21-24 and col. 
6, lines 11-26). 

Regarding claim 4, the claimed output for controlling the operation of an output relay 
used to transfer the operation of the traffic control lights to a flashing mode of operation 
when a Red Fail is detected a selected channel (the conflict monitor 20 detects of the 
Red light conflict to indicate an appropriate punches out and results in flashing signal 
light of that used channel, see Figs. 2 and 6, col. 6, lines 18-26). 
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Regarding claim 5, the method claimed limitations are met by the apparatus claim 1 
above. 

Regarding claim 6, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 4 and 5 
above. 

Regarding claim 7, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 2 and 5 
above. 

Regarding claim 8, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 3 and 5 
above. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Marcus et al disclose an apparatus and method for detecting and controlling traffic light 
signals comprising a plurality of solid-state switches, which are activated to scan inputs 
from the traffic control signals. [US 4,734,862] 

Carlson discloses a portable conflict monitor testing apparatus comprising a test signal 
generator and a programmable array switches. [US 4,586,041] 
Heimann discloses a traffic control system failure monitoring comprising a traffic control 
light, a light flasher structure, a plurality of load switches and a relay structure 
connected to the flasher structure. [US 5,327,123] 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to primary examiner Van Trieu whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-2972. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7:00 AM to 
3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Daniel Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. 




van Trieu 
Primary Examiner 
Date: 3/26/07 



